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SEA OTTER
(‘si ɒtər’, Enhydra lutris) 
Native to the coasts of the Northern Pacific Ocean, the sea otter has a water-
repellent coat with a thick layer of fur underneath, which acts as insulation 
because it has little body fat. It survives by foraging shellfish, urchins and fish. 
Sea otters sleep floating on their back in groups called rafts, sometimes linking 
paws or tangling themselves in seaweed or kelp to avoid drifting away. They  
can also close their nostrils and ears against the sea water. 
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